Claims 

What is claimed is: \ 

1 . A lock washer fori use in a catheter connector, comprising: 
a ring defining a periphery of the lock washer; and 

a plurality of tube engjagembnt flanges associated with and extending centrally 
from said ring, each of said^fbet^lgag^ment flanges having a central tip, central tips 



of at least selected ones of 
receptacle for receiving and r& 




ty of tube engagement flanges defining a tube 
aining a tube within said lock washer. 



2. Thdldck washer of claim 1, wherein each of said tube engagement flanges is 



resilient. 



ock wap 

/ 



3. The lofck washer of cl^pHT^wherein adjacent ones of said tube engagement 
flanges define a coppression/rfot therebetween. 



5ible, web disposed 



4. The lock Washer of clain/yfurther comprising^ 
between adjacent cfnds of said tuber engagement flajjgc^T 




5. Ttfe lock washer of £laim ly^rek said tube engagement flanges are 
flexible to/ards the cen\er of kjptenc defined by the periphery/Of said ring. 

J. The lock washer of claim 5ytfierefin upon fl^kion of said tube engagement 
flanged towards the center of said ring, the diametep6f said tube receptacle, decreases. 



7. The lock washer df claim 5/wherem following the release of a compressive 
load from said lock washer p^fiphery, sai^tube engagement flanges resiliently flex 
back to a relaxed state. 
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' ^. The lock washer of claim ^, wh^tpin adjacent ones of said tube engagement 
flanges define a compression slot thejfebetween. 



9. The lock wdsh^J 
adjacent ones of saip tube 



plaim S^further comprising a web disposed between 
fgagement flanges. 



10. Thfe lock washer of claim V^h^ n / u P on flexion of said adjacent ones of 
said tube engagement flanges toward said ring, said web collapses upon itself. 

1 1/The look \^h^6fclaim 9^wKferein, following flexion of said tube 
engagement flanges Xtfid tube engagejifent flanges return to a relaxed state and said 
web re-expands to an original sjale. 




12. The lock washer of claim 1 ^herein each said central tip comprises a 
concave arc. 



13. A lock washer comprising: 

a ring defminga^jiriphery of the lock washer; and 

a plurality^! resigeWttrbe^ngagement flanges associated with said ring and 
extending therefrom, each oV safcr tobe engagement flanges having a relaxed state and 
an engaged itate, and each iiMuding a central tip, said central tips of selected ones of 
said plurality of tube engagement flanges defining a tube receptacle through the lock 
washer forreceiving 

14. The lock washeijof claini 13^wJ»erem adjacent ones of said tube 
engagement flanges^Iefine a compression slot therebetween. 

15C The lock wasrfef )f claim 13, rattier/comprising a web extending between 
and acyoining adjacent onq of said tubp'engagement flanges. 

ai 
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10. (Amended) The lock washer of claim 4, wherein, upon flexion of said adjacent ones 
of said tube engagement flanges toward said ring, said web is configured to collapse upon itself. 



• 



16. The lock washer of claim 13, wherein each of said tube engagement flanges 
are proximally compressible with respecfto said ring. 



17. The lock washer of cla 
to said tube engagement flanges, 
state. 



17^vrf}e*pjn, upon applying a compressive load 
tu6e engagement flanges flex into said engaged 
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18. The lock w^her of claim ^fv^cin, upon concession of said tube 
engagement flanges, the inner diametenof said tube recep^cle decreases. 



19. The loci washer of claim lT^^rein/following the release of a 
compressive load, said tube engagement flanges flex into said relaxed state. 
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20. A catheter connector assembly con/prising: 

a first member including a body whicn defines a first lumen therethrough; 

a second member having a first andiecond ends and including a body which 
defines a second lumen therethrough, sai(/second member being interconnectable with 
said first member at said first end; and 

a lock washer disposed witKuhone of said first and said second lumens, said 
lock washer including a ring and a murality of compressible tube engagement flanges 
associated therewith extending cemrally therefrom and defining a tube receptacle. 
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21. The catheter connector assembly of claim 20, wherein each of said tube 
engagement flanges includes^ central tip, all of said cerffraftips defining a tube 
receptacle through said Iook washer upon compression of the lock washer. 

22. The cathetrf connector assembly of claim 21^uftl^ a cap 
interconnectable with/the second end of said second member. 
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23. The catheter connector assembj^ of claim 22, wherein interconnection of 
said First member and said second member decreases the diameter of said tube 
receptacle. 



24. The catheter connector assembly of claim 21, further comprising a tube 
positioned within said tube/feceptacle. 
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